
2017 annual report



2017 was a milestone year for us as we 

were able to develop our own brand of 

Adaptive Educational Programs targeted 

towards enabling girls to exercise their 

power of choice, and increase funding for 

these programs by over 300%.These feats 

could not have been possible without your 

support! 

We naively believed that we could help 

buy some toothbrushes and books and 

that would give hope to girls that had been 

tossed out by society. What we failed to see 

was that these girls, carved from painful and 

difficult pasts, didn’t need us to give them 

hope. These girls see beauty in everything 

- in a raindrop, in a scrawny cat that plays 

on the porch, in a friend saying hello, in 

the sounds they hear all around them. The 

world from their vantage point is a magical 

place, and it is our role to make sure we 

kindle that magic into further opportunity 

and empowerment.

Since those beginnings, we have had the 

pleasure of watching Commit2Change grow 

and our networks have come together to 

help vulnerable girls take charge of their 

lives and thrive. As we move forward in 

2018, we are excited about the future. 

Our community is strong and vibrant, and 

together we will continue to do all we can 

to keep their sparks lit and their futures one 

of endless opportunity.

Sejal Gehani/ Sumana Setty, Co-Founders

To our donors, 
friends, supporters, 
followers and 
family - Thank you!!

Ten years ago, we started 
an experiment.

‘I’m not saying 
I’m gonna change 
the world, but I 
guarantee that 
I will spark the 
brain that will 
change the world.’ 
- Tupac Shakur



It is estimated that orphan girls 

are 13% less likely to attend 

school than non-orphan girls. 
(Shann et al.,2013)

C2C transforms the lives 
of orphan girls through 
the power of education.

Did you know?

vision



Education is one of the key 

leading factors in ensuring that 

sustainable development can be 

achieved in the least developed 

communities and countries. 
(UNDP, 2017)

Time and again it has been shown 

that when women are empowered, 

and gender gaps are reduced, 

economic growth is created.
(UNDP, 2017)

Education uncovers 
options for a brighter 
future. Through C2C’s 
adaptive education 
programs, C2C is 
dedicated to providing 
girls the tools to reclaim 
their worth, catalyze 
positive change and 
uplift their communities 
as they grow.

mission
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C2C was founded on the belief that girls have 

the ability to take control of their lives if given 

the proper educational tools and are empowered 

to create positive change in their communities. 

Based on these beliefs, C2C provides education 

programs tailored towards the needs of orphan 

adolescent girls. Technology Education, Tutoring, 

and Vocational Skill Programs are included in our 

Adaptive Educational Programs model.

Ultimately, these programs support our long-term 

vision of transforming the lives of orphan girls and 

start a forward moving cycle of empowerment for 

all these girls and their community. 



C2C is committed to working 
with adolescent orphan girl 
stakeholders between the 
ages of 13-18 years.

Click the dots on the map to learn 
more about each location.
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2017 
high
lights
Needs Assessment
Field research was conducted 
over a three-month period during 
the summer of 2017 by the C2C 
Field Operations Manager. This 
research allowed us to develop 
a deeper understanding of the 
stakeholders needs at each of the 
partner organizations. Information 
from this research was utilized to 
further develop existing and new 
programs that will allow the girls 
we serve to achieve empowerment 
through education.

C2C TechLab 
Over the 2017 year, the C2C 
TechLab was piloted at our 
partner Seva Sadan in Mumbai 
with 24 participants. This pilot 
was successful in teaching the 
participants certain computer 
basics’ as well as improving their 
understanding of and confidence 
surrounding technology and will 
form the basis for TechLabs at all 
our partner organizations going 
forward. 

100 Cameras
100 Cameras is a non-profit 
organization that empowers children 
around the world to process and tell 
their stories through photography. In 
2017, C2C solidified its partnership 
with 100 cameras and held its first 
photography camp for 17 girls at 
Seva Sadan in Mumbai earlier this 
year. This medium provides a blank 
slate where children who have 
experienced traumatic circumstances 
can share without judgement or 
expectations and reclaim a sense of 
self-worth and pride.

Chapin Partnership 
In 2017, C2C solidified a 
partnership with The Chapin 
School in New York City. The 
partnership will feature the C2C 
PenPal “KeyPals” program in 
which the third-grade girls at 
Chapin will be paired up with a 
C2C girl. This program will be 
piloted at Seva Sadan in Mumbai 
and will provide intercultural 
relationships among Indian and 
American girls and will help 
improve the English reading and 
writing skills of C2C girls.

Tutorial Sponsorship
Over the 2016-2017 academic 
year, C2C continued to support 
tutors and teachers at two of 
our five partners. This tutorial 
sponsorship helps to improve 
the quality of education received 
by the girls and to aid in filling 
in any educational gaps. In 2018 
this sponsorship will expand into 
a full year program designed and 
implemented by C2C.



Over the past year, C2C has increased its funding 
for Adaptive Education Programs 

by 300%!

98% of C2C girls are 
enrolled in secondary 
school or college

77% of girls in Foster 
Care Program have a 
passing grade of 65% 
or higher

*80% of C2C sponsored girls 
are enrolled in college, this 
is aligned with the all India 
total of 46.7% 
(AISHE Report, 2016)

Over the Past Five Years:

impact

98% 77% 80%



Over the 2016-2017 school 
year, the C2C TechLab was 
piloted at our partner Seva 
Sadan in Mumbai, India. The 
program had a total of twenty-
four (24) participants and 
was conducted over two ten-
week sessions. During these 
sessions, the girls were taught 
basic computer skills and 
were given the opportunity to 
utilize technology to expand 
their horizons. In addition, 
online learning portals and 
simulations promoted learning 
in the core subjects of math, 
science, and English.
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Participant Interest in 
Computer Science Before and 

After Participation in TechLab

Participant Improvement 
in Class Grades After 

Participation

Participant Improvement in 
Confidence of Subjects Taught 

After Participation



Rajitha who lived at Center for Social Service (CSS), one of the orphanages 
C2C partners with in Hyderabad, India is one of C2C’s success stories. 
When Rajitha was little she lost her parents and moved into a government 
run orphanage with her younger sister. Over the formative years of their 
lives, Rajitha and her sister were moved from orphanage to orphanage 
doing their best to survive. Despite this, Rajitha managed to finish her 
secondary school education while continuing to care for her sister. Both 
sisters were eventually placed into the care of CSS and it was there that 
Rajitha was able to change her life. 

CSS, a home that strongly values helping girls continue onto higher 
education, gave Rajitha the ability to attend university, something she 
never thought would be possible. She completed her BA in Technology 
and came to the Unites States to do her Masters at Wilmington University. 
Rajitha graduated in 2017 and is working as a Java Developer with a 
consulting firm based in New Jersey. This year we are proud to say that 
through the help of one of our donors, C2C has been able to pay back all 
of her student loans and she can begin her life debt free.

meet 
rajitha.



Together 
we can make this happen 

for more girls.

“With the help of C2C it is very 
possible to change lives and 

change futures; I am proof of that!

-Rajitha

”



in 2018,
C2C hopes to double enrollment in 
its Adaptive Educational Programs.
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Interest in computers/coding Likelihood of participating in 
C2C Techlab

45% 48%

7%

All Partner Stakeholder Interest in Computers and TechLab

in 2018: Objectives:
» Gain a basic and clear understanding of computers, computer

science, and coding

» Comprehension of using technology for the aid of academics

» Access to skills that can lead to technology vocational training
programs or higher educationc2c tech lab

C2C will implement a two-year 

project that will start during the 

academic year of 2018-2019, 

commencing July 2018. The 

program will ensure that girls 

gain the necessary technology 

skills to compete in the current 

job market and succeed in 

technology-based careers. 



All Partner Stakeholder Likelihood of Participation in Tutoring

in 2018:

As many girls have had limited access 

to formal education and do not meet 

appropriate grade-level benchmarks, 

C2C will implement a three-year project 

focused on the core subjects of Math, 

Science, and English. Through the 

Tutoring Program girls will be able to 

complete secondary school, which is 

pivotal to creating the systematic change 

that occurs when a girl child is educated.

Not likelyVery likely Likely / Somewhat 
likely
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45% 46%

9%

Objectives:
» Grade appropriate understanding on the Math, Science, and

English Subjects

» Passage of 10th grade and 12th grade board exams

» Basic Understanding of Importance of Education is becoming
Economically Independent

interest in help with schoolwork?

64%13%

23% Yes

No

Sometimes

tutors program
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Over 2017, C2C was able to grow its supporter 

base and cultivate new networks.

Thanks to your support through donations 
and participation at our annual galas in 
Chicago and NYC, we have been able to double 
our program development funding which will 
directly support the girls. 

ZeeTV @Zee Americas, one of the largest, 

globally-recognized, South Asian television 

networks attended and featured our NYC gala. 

The formal Global Campus Ambassador Program 

for C2C launched in the fall of 2018. This outreach 

raises awareness on university campuses. As 

ambassadors of change, members have the 

opportunity to be advocates through volunteer 

internships while developing sustainable campus 

networks.  We launched in five campuses across 

the United States in 2017 and in 2018, we are 

continuing our expansion into Canada.



thank you!
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