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message from
  the founders

Thanks to your support, the passion of 
our teachers, tutors and mentors and the 
absolute resilience of our girls, we were able 
to achieve new heights in 2015. We provided 
educational support for over 1000 girls in 7 
orphanages, reaching girls in the most remote 
areas of India; we launched partnerships with 
global organizations in order to leverage their 
networks to create new learning opportunities; 
and we developed programming at our 
orphanages geared toward enhancing 
secondary education for girls.

We are thrilled to report that almost 95% of 
the students we assisted passed their final 
exams in April of this year. Many of our girls 
had scores higher than 80%, including a few 
girls who placed 1st in their class. The most 
amazing result is that these girls, who are 

constantly battling their pasts, illness, extreme 
poverty and abandonment, envision a better 
life for themselves and their peers. Two of 
the girls we have worked with over the past 
five years have recently graduated with their 
MBAs, and have chosen to continue working 
at the orphanage proving that with your help, 
we can break the cycle.

Yet, despite progress, over 32 million girls 
of lower secondary school age were out 
of school in 2013, with orphaned children 
accounting for a disproportionate amount 
of this figure. Girls’ education is not only an 
intrinsic right, but critical to global growth. 
Every year a girl spends in secondary school 
lifts her income by 15%-25% and has a 
multiplier effect on society: delays early 
marriage (India has the highest number 

Dear Friends,

of child brides in the world); allows her to 
have children later in life (leading cause 
of death for girls around the world is early 
childbirth);  increases chances for women 
to have healthier children (a child born to a 
mother who can read is 50% more likely to 
survive past age five); and most importantly 
increases the probability her children to school 
(educated mothers are more than 2x as likely 
to send their children to school). 

Recently, the Atlantic featured a story about 
a Kingdom of Girls, a remote village in India 
where women hold the economic power.  In 
the Khasi culture, the youngest daughter 
inherits the wealth and property, a baby girl is 
desired, and girl’s education is prioritized. The 
story captivated as the people in this small 
village solved one of the biggest challenges to 

sustainable development around the world. By 
educating their daughters, they are ensuring 
education for their sons and their daughters.

We often hear the phrase “every child has 
the right to dream.” It is our duty to take 
the actions necessary to give these words 
substance.  As the Khasi culture has shown 
us, educating girls is the first step. Thank you 
for taking these steps with C2C.

  

 —Sumana and Sejal
     Co-Founders, Commit2Change



our mission
Our mission is to create systematic and 
cultural change by educating abandoned 
and impoverished girls. We work with 
carefully selected local partners who rescue 
and rehabilitate at-risk girls and invest in 
initiatives to give them a chance. 



IF WE COULD KEEP GIRLS IN SCHOOL BEYOND GRADE 10, THEY WOULD BE:

if India tackled girls ed, 
      what would result? 

MORE LIKELY 
TO MARRY 

MORE LIKELY TO HAVE AN 
AVERAGE OF 2.2 FEWER CHILDREN

MORE LIKELY TO SEND THEIR 
CHILDREN TO SCHOOL

4 YEARS LATER 

 HEALTHIER 
CHILDREN

MORE LIKELY 
TO HAVE 

LESS LIKELY TO DIE IN 
PREGNANCY / CHILDBIRTH 

INCREASE GDP 
GROWTH BY OVER $5.5B

END 
RESULT

what is the problem India is facing?

4 MILLION ADOLESCENT 
MOTHERS ANNUALLY,

WITH NEARLY

$383B
INDIA LOSES

IN POTENTIAL LIFETIME INCOME

!
MOST 

DANGEROUS

NAMED BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS AS THE

PLACE TO BE 
A GIRL

ONE OUT OF EVERY 6 GIRLS 
DOES NOT LIVE TO SEE HER 
15TH BIRTHDAY

AN INDIAN GIRL IS

MORE LIKELY TO DIE 
BEFORE THE AGE OF 5 
THAN AN INDIAN BOY

75% {due to infanticide and selective abortion 
(resulting in a ratio of 914 girls for every 
1,000 boys in the 2011 census) as well as 
significantly lower rates of immunization, 
nutrition and medical treatment

63% ADOLESCENT GIRLS DROP 
OUT OF SCHOOL

45% INDIAN GIRLS GET MARRIED 
BEFORE AGE OF 18

+

SOURCE: (CIA World Factbook) 
(Global Campaign for Education and RESULTS education fund).



C2C programming

TUTORS PROGRAM  

The tutor program was implemented in 2013 to help girls 
stay in school past 10th grade, the most crucial threshold in 
their success. There is a lack of both skill and interest in key 
subjects including English, math and science that have caused 
the large drop off. By starting the tutoring program these girls 
have received one on one attention to help them succeed in 
the subjects that are most beneficial for these girls to acquire. 
Each tutor works with about eight girls per day, and all of the 
orphanages we work with have put in place a tutor program 
showing a chain reaction of success. 

By focusing on Math, Science and English, the girls benefit 
by obtaining the skills necessary to seek admission in regular 
colleges and widened the scope of rehabilitation. The skills 
open various career options and ultimately add financial 
independence and growth to the overall GDP of India, a 
systematic change. 

In 2014, C2C helped over

1,000 girls
gain an education “My dream is to empower women” 

     - Roma

Your donations go further.  

Average yearly salary:

US - $56,383 
(estimated avg. annual salary of teachers in U.S. Public Schools, 
2012-2013. Source National Center for Education Statistics)

India - $8,000-$17,500
These figures become even lower in rural or private schools, and 
overall are 5-8 times lower than teacher salaries in the US. 



where C2C works

Salaam Baalak Trust, 
New Delhi

We were able to fund one 
tutor’s salary for the entire 

year, who saw approximately 
eight girls per day while also 

equipping the school with wifi 
and a computer printer.

Rosa has been with the trust for five 
years after escaping bonded labour, 
and now is studying in 10th standard 
and stands third in her class.

Romona’s Garden, 
Rishikesh

Supported in conjunction with 
Satya Foundation partnership

Manjusheree Orphanage, 
Rahi Jong India (High 
Himilayas of NE India)

Supported in conjunction with 
Satya Foundation partnership

Little Flower Children’s 
Home, Bangalore

Added two computer 
teachers to the school, one 
specifically in the vocational 

training center.

“My dream is to empower 
women” - Roma

Asha Sadan Rescue Home, 
Mumbai

First of our orphanages to 
propose adding the C2C 
developed Tutor Program 

into their organization full time 
starting in 2015 based on 

past successes.

“When I grow up, I want to be 
a teacher and educate as many 
people as I can.” - Surabhi

Savera School & Sheltered 
Workshop, Mumbai

In association with Asha Sadam, 
Savera School helps care for 

intellectually challenged children 
from under privaledged homes, 
who are double disadvantaged 
with almost no access to the 

outside world. C2C was happy 
to be able to fund the day care 
and workshop fees for 12 girls 

for the entire year.
“I like going to school. 
Learning helps us gain 
knowledge and we get to 
differentiate between right 
and wrong.” - Rani

Centre for Social Services, 
Guntur Dt, Andhra Pradash

Sponsored a total of 16 
girls in 2014 for the entire 
year, including lodging and 

education fees. 

“If I could change 
one thing, I would 
eradicate poverty from 
this world” - Henna



entire school year
for 1

this resulted in over

85% of the girls 
passing their final 
exams for the year

1,093 girls
received assistance from C2C in the 
form of tutoring, additional teachers, 
tuition assistance and school supplies 

2014 impact



An organization you can trust.
How was the money spent?

79.26% 11.76% 8.98%

Programming Management Fundraising

fundraising

On November 14th, Commit 2 
Change and Satya Foundation 
hosted guests at the Indian 
Consulate for a night of art, 
music and cocktails. Artist 
Shreya Mehta showcased her 
latest work with all proceeds 
going to educate at-risk girls.

Sub point of NYC event (shorten): 
Commit2Change teamed up with 
the Satya Foundation, another 
501c-3 organization dedicated 
to creating systemic change by 
educating orphaned girls. We 
worked together to raise money 
for orphanages throughout India 
that rehabilitate and rescue 

girls, and to raise money to fund 
programs that enable girls to 
go to school, stay in school and 
succeed in school, as education 
is the catalyst to change.

CrowdRise helped us create 
a platform to continue the 
campaign that kicked off at 
our November gala in order to 
raise money to hire 10 full-time 
teachers, and pay the school/
college fees for 100 at-risk girls 
in India. show a screenshot of 
crowdrise page

C2C Costume Gala 
took place in Chicago 
on 10/17/2014 . Local 
businesses supported 
our silent auction and 
provided food for the 
evening. With over 100 

people attending and 
various sponsorships, 
we were able to support 
the salary 6 tutors and 
pay educational fees for 
100 girls. 

Here’s how we’ve grown since 2013.

Expenses

Revenue

2013 2014
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future goals & budget

Educating a girl is the single most effective way to alleviate poverty 
and lift families, communities and societies. By ensuring that girls 
complete their secondary education, we are able to create lasting 
impact. We hope to have a 100% success rate of girls passing 
their exams this year, as well as increase our reach by finding new 
orphanages to invest in. 
 
Through collaborations with like minded organizations, personal visits 
to the orphanages and fundraising events, we hope to continue to 
push the boundary in furthering the economy of one of our world’s 
largest countries.


